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built up into animals, giving great honor and reward to him
who succeeded in fabricating monsters most entirely in accord-
ance with the rules. That would answer to verse making and
essay writing in the dead language. To be sure, if a great
comparative anatomist were to look at these fabrications he
might shake his head, or laugh. But what then? Would
such a catastrophe destroy the parallel ? What, think you,
would Cicero, or Horace, say to the production of the best
sixth form going ? And would not Terence stop his ears and
run out if he could be present at an English performance of
his own plays ? Would Hamlet, in the mouths of a set of
French actors, who should insist on pronouncing English
after the fashion of their own tongue, be more hideously
-idiculous ? "
So persistent is this narrow disciplinary view that even
when the old rational psychology, based upon introspective
analysis, begins to give way or to be supplemented by a con-
ception of the mind based upon a study of its development,
education is yet viewed as a process of developing the
"powers" or "faculties" of the mind through appropriate
discipline. This is seen in the case of Pestalozzi, who first
represents this view in practical educational work (p. 614).
A few sentences on the appropriate subject-matter of educa-
tion from a recent writer, Tarver, who discusses the entire
question of English education from this point of view, are
illustrative. " My claim for Latin, as an Englishman and a
foster parent [teacher], is simply that it would be impossible
to devise for English boys a better teaching instrument. . . ,
The acquisition of a language is educationally of no impor-
tance ; what is important is the process of acquiring it. ...
The one great merit of Latin as a teaching instrument is its
tremendous difficulty."
This is not only the view of the schoolmaster, but it has
been held generally by all educated people. Professor Home
quotes from Sir William Hamilton a sentence which is typical
of the somewhat milder view of the public, "The great